I.H. Cohn Lecture:
What Bion Meant
by “DYing”

with Harold Braswell, PhD, LCSW

Dec. 11, 2025 | 7:30 - 9:00 PM
- Fee: $45 (without credits)
$70 (with credits)
$10 (student registration; no credits)
- Credit Hours: 1.5
- All Levels
- Hybrid

Registration
stlpi.org/lectures-and-seminars/

Course Description

What is a baby trying to say when it is crying? For This lecture will answer these question by exploring
British psychoanalyst Wilfred Bion, cries are more than what Bion meant by “dying” and why it matters for
a call for food or assistance. They are expressions of an clinicians and psychoanalytic theorists today.

all-consuming fear: of dying. Understanding this fear,
and responding to it empathically was, for him,
essential to the work of parenting—and analysis. But
what does it mean that Bion placed dying at the
beginning—not the end—of life? And how does his use
of this term relate to both his early work on linking and
thinking, as well as his later explorations of mysticism?
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Course Objectives:

1. Understand the meaning of “dying” in Bion’s early and late work.
2. Analyze the implications of “dying” for psychoanalytic debates about mental representation and therapeutic action.
3. Apply Bion’s concept of dying in clinical work and psychoanalytic education.
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Harold Braswell, PhD, LCSW

Harold Braswell, PhD, LCSW is an associate professor of health care ethics at Saint Louis
University and a psychotherapist in private practice. His scholarship explores the relationship
of disability, death, and dying in health policy and bioethics, particularly with regard to US
hospice care and the "right to die." He is also a fourth-year candidate at the Saint Louis
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ACCME Accreditation Statement:

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation requirements and policies of the Accreditation Council
for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of American Psychoanalytic Association and St. Louis Psychoanalytic
Institute.The American Psychoanalytic Association is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

AMA Credit Designation Statement: The American Psychoanalytic Association designates this live activity for a maximum of 1.5 AMA PRA
Category 1 Credit(s). Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Disclosure Statement: The APsA CE Committee has reviewed the materials for accredited continuing education and has determined that this
activity is not related to the product line of ineligible companies and therefore, the activity meets the exception outlined in Standard 3: ACCME’s
identification, mitigation and disclosure of relevant financial relationship. This activity does not have any known commercial support.
PSYCHOLOGISTS: St. Louis Psychoanalytic Institute is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education
for psychologists. St. Louis Psychoanalytic Institute maintains responsibility for this program and its content.

COUNSELORS: The St.Louis Psychoanalytic Institute has been approved by NBCC as an Approved Continuing Education Provider, ACEP No.
5953. Programs that do not qualify for NBCC credit are clearly identified. The St. Louis Psychoanalytic Institute is solely responsible for all
aspects of the programs.

SOCIAL WORKERS: The Missouri State Committee for Social Workers (reference Code of State Regulations 2263-2.082) accepts continuing
education hours approved by the American Psychological Association. For information on instructor(s) and their credentials, please visit
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